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ATTORNEY CERTIFICATION OF NO FEE
To the Prothonotary:
Pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. 240(d), kindly allow Petitioner, [Legal Name], chosen name [Chosen Name], to proceed in forma pauperis. I, [Attorney Name], attorney for the party proceeding in forma pauperis, certify that I believe that the party is unable to pay the costs and that I am providing free legal service to the party.
	DATED: _______________
	Respectfully submitted:
______________________________
[Attorney Name] (PA ID: [######])
[Supervisor Name] (PA ID: [######])
FIRM
ADDRESS
Philadelphia, PA 19103
[###.###.####] PHONE
[###.###.####] FAX
[attorney]@email.com
[supervisingattorney]@email.com
Counsel for Petitioner
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PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Petitioner, [Legal Name], chosen name [Chosen Name], through [pronoun] undersigned counsel, respectfully requests that this Court order a change of name, pursuant to 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 701 et. seq., and in support thereof represents as follows:
Petitioner is a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and during the five years preceding the filing of this petition has resided at:
[Current Address] from [Date] to present; [if the ID has a different address: [pronoun] submit[s] [proof of address] as proof of [pronoun] current residence (Exhibit [X])];
[address] from [date] to [date];
[include remaining relevant addresses, if any].
Petitioner’s Birth Certificate, issued by the [Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Health, Vital Statistics], lists [pronoun] name as [Legal Name]. A true and correct copy of Petitioner’s Birth Certificate is attached as Exhibit [X].
Petitioner’s [Driver’s License/State ID], issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, lists [pronoun] name as [Legal Name]. A true and correct copy of Petitioner’s [Driver’s License/State ID] is attached as Exhibit [X].
Petitioner’s Social Security Card, issued by the United States Social Security Administration, lists [pronoun] name as [Legal Name]. A true and correct copy of Petitioner’s Social Security Card is attached as Exhibit [X].
Petitioner is not aware of any outstanding judgments against [pronoun].
[USE/EDIT LANGUAGE BELOW] 
[If Petitioner does not have a criminal record]
Petitioner does not have a criminal record. Petitioner will submit fingerprints to be forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police in compliance with 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 702(b)(1) within 10 days of the filing of this petition.
[If Petitioner has a criminal record with misdemeanors only]
Though Petitioner has a criminal record, [pronoun] has not been convicted of a felony. Petitioner will submit fingerprints to be forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police in compliance with 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 702(b)(1) within 10 days of the filing of this petition.
[If Petitioner has a criminal record with a felony conviction]
Though Petitioner has a criminal record, [pronoun] has not been convicted of a felony which would bar [pronoun] from eligibility for a change of name under 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 702(c)(2). It has been over [____] years since the completion of [pronoun] sentence, and [pronoun] is no longer subject to the probation jurisdiction of any court. Petitioner will submit fingerprints to be forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police in compliance with 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 702(b)(1) within 10 days of the filing of this petition.
[If Petitioner has an expunged record]
Petitioner has not been convicted of a felony. Petitioner will submit fingerprints to be forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police in compliance with 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 702(b)(1) within 10 days of the filing of this petition.
Petitioner requests that [pronoun] name be changed from [Legal Name] to [Chosen Name] for the following reasons:
Petitioner has used the name [Chosen Name] since [DATE]/uses the name consistently/intends to continue to use it as [pronoun] name for the future;
Petitioner has used the name [Chosen Name] to better reflect [pronoun] gender;
Petitioner requires a legal name change to ensure [pronoun] identification documents match [pronoun] chosen name; and
Petitioner now wishes to have [Chosen Name] as [pronoun] legal name.
Petitioner believes and therefore avers that publication of notice of the filing of this Petition in two newspapers of general circulation, as required by 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii)(A), would jeopardize [pronoun] safety and avers in support thereof as follows:
Publication of Petitioner’s name change would alert the general public that [pronoun] [is/are] transgender; and
Petitioner reasonably fears that public knowledge and public availability of the record of [pronoun] name change may result in harassment and even violence against [pronoun].
In order to preserve Petitioner’s safety, Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court waive the publication requirement with respect to securing a change of name and order the sealing of all records in connection with this petition, in accordance with 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii).
WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court to enter orders for the following:
Setting a date for a hearing on Petitioner’s request that the Court waive the publication requirement and seal the record of these proceedings;
Waiving the notice required by 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 701(a.i)(3)(iii) and sealing the record of these proceedings, including all documents filed in this matter and the electronic records;
Setting a date for a hearing on this Petition for Change of Name; and
Decreeing that Petitioner’s legal name be changed to [Chosen Name].
	DATED: _______________
	Respectfully submitted:
______________________________
[Attorney Name] (PA ID: [######])
[Supervisor Name] (PA ID: [######])
FIRM
ADDRESS
Philadelphia, PA XXXXX
[###.###.####] PHONE
[###.###.####] FAX
[attorney]@email.com
[supervisingattorney]@email.com
Counsel for Petitioner




EXHIBIT [X]
Proof of Current Residence (if needed)


EXHIBIT [X]
Birth Certificate


EXHIBIT [X]
[Driver’s License or State ID]


EXHIBIT [X]
Social Security Card
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VERIFICATION
I, [Legal Name], chosen name [Chosen Name], verify that the statements made in the foregoing Petition for Change of Name are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. I understand that the statements made therein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.
	Dated: _________________
	________________________________
[Legal Name]
Chosen Name: [Chosen Name]
Petitioner
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ORDER FOR HEARING ON REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF
 PUBLICATION AND SEALING OF RECORD
AND NOW, this _______day of ________________, 202[X], upon the motion of attorneys for Petitioner, it is ORDERED and DECREED that the within Request for Waiver of Publication and Sealing of Record be heard on the _______day of ________________, 202[X], at _________ .m., in Courtroom ______, City Hall, Philadelphia, PA.
	
	BY THE COURT:
________________________________
J.
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ORDER FOR WAIVER OF PUBLICATION AND
SEALING OF RECORD
This Court notes that pursuant to 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii), the notice required therein shall be waived, and the record of proceedings sealed, if such notice would jeopardize the safety of the Petitioner. This Court finds that the above Petitioner’s safety would be jeopardized if the notice requirement is not waived.
AND NOW, this _______day of ________________, 202[X], upon motion of the attorneys for Petitioner, it is ORDERED and DECREED that:
(1)	The notice requirement of 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) is hereby WAIVED on behalf of Petitioner;
(2)	The record of the instant proceeding shall be immediately and permanently sealed; in accordance with 54 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii); and
(3)	The Department of Court Records shall also seal this record from the Internet and shall not place this record on the electronic docket.
	
	BY THE COURT:
________________________________
J.
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ORDER FOR HEARING ON PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
AND NOW, this _______day of ________________, 202[X], upon motion of attorneys for Petitioner, it is ORDERED and DECREED that the within Petition for Change of Name be heard on the _______day of ________________, 202[X], at _________ .m., in Courtroom ______, City Hall, Philadelphia, PA.
	
	BY THE COURT:
________________________________
J.
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DECREE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
AND NOW, this _______ day of ____________________, 202[X], upon motion of attorneys for Petitioner, hearing of the within Petition, and waiver of the publication requirement as permitted by law, together with proof that there are no judgments or decrees of record or any other matter of like effect against the Petitioner, and it appearing that there is no legal objection to the granting of the prayer of the petition,
IT IS ORDERED AND DECREED that the legal name of [Legal Name] be and hereby is changed to [Chosen Name].
	
	BY THE COURT:
________________________________
J.
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