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Philadelphia VIP leverages
the powerful resources of
the community to provide
quality volunteer legal
services and ensure access
to justice for low-income
Philadelphians.

Philadelphia VIP has a 40-year history as the
only legal aid organization in Philadelphia
dedicated to securing pro bono legal
assistance for low-income individuals,
families, businesses, and nonprofits.

Too often, a person’s ability to achieve a fair
and just outcome in a legal matter depends
not on the merits of the case, but on the
ability to pay for a lawyer — a civil justice gap
that offends our fundamental sense of
fairness.

VIP exists to help remedy this injustice.
Created within the Philadelphia Bar
Association in 1981, VIP has earned a
reputation as the city’s “hub of pro bono.”
VIP recruits, trains, and supports thousands
of professionals who provide pro bono legal
services to VIP’s low-income clients.

VIP volunteers represent individuals, small
businesses, and nonprofits on civil legal
matters in four priority areas: preventing
homelessness, supporting family stability,
preserving income, and promoting
community economic development.
Examples of each are highlighted in this
report.

VIP’s ultimate vision is saying “yes!” and
providing pro bono legal representation to all
eligible clients. Please join us in this work.

O U R  M I S S I O N



Expanding VIP’s custody advice program
to serve pro se litigants seeking advice
after the closure of the Family Court Help
Center

We are proud to share with you Philadelphia
VIP’s 2020 Annual Report. Despite the pain
and uncertainty that marked the past year, we
are confident you will find cause for cheer and
inspiration in these pages.

As we reflect on the events of 2020 and what
they meant for VIP’s mission, we feel
profound gratitude and deep admiration for
the generosity of our volunteers, donors, and
community partners. Your selfless dedication
to VIP’s work has served as a critical reminder
of the importance of volunteerism and the
power of our community.

Alongside the encouraging program data in
this report, you will see stories highlighting the
resilience of the clients and volunteers that
form our community. As our clients suffered
through income loss, social unrest, and the
specter of the virus, our volunteers responded
with compassion and diligence, all while facing
considerable hardships of their own.

We happily report that in spite of numerous
logistical challenges including court and
business closures, VIP staff and volunteers
not only sustained service delivery at levels
comparable to prior years; they also
developed new service models to respond to
pandemic-related needs. Examples include:

Offering rolling one-hour virtual
consultations to small businesses and
nonprofits in need of legal advice

Hosting a suite of online substantive
trainings for volunteers

Providing free estate planning services to
frontline healthcare workers

Although the COVID-19 pandemic brought
innumerable changes to our lives, one thing
has not changed: our neighbors living in
poverty need legal help. Individuals and
families still face threats to their housing,
income, and family stability. Small businesses
and nonprofits still need business law
services to operate with security. With your
help, VIP must continue answering this call.

As we celebrate VIP’s fortieth anniversary,
we can take inspiration from the triumphs of
the past year and look ahead to the work still
to come. Thank you for helping VIP expand
access to justice.

Rida Haq
Executive Director

Lee S. Zimmerman
Board President

D E A R  V I P
C O M M U N I T Y :



Preventing Homelessness

Supporting Family Stability

Promoting Community and
Economic Development

Preserving Income

Active Cases by Priority Area

The year 2020, upended by a global pandemic
and national social unrest, put our city's
ingenuity and resolve to the test. In the face of
these challenges, VIP reaffirmed its
commitment to empowering Philadelphians in
need. 

In Philadelphia, where one in four people live in
poverty, the COVID-19 pandemic exacted a
brutal toll on those already struggling to get by.
In addition to the grave risk of severe illness or
death from COVID-19, our neighbors living in
poverty had to confront the social and
economic impacts of the pandemic. Critical
legal issues threatening small businesses,
family composition, housing security, and
income stability took on new levels of severity.

These challenges gave VIP’s mission of
expanding access to justice a greater urgency
in 2020 than in recent years.
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When the city imposed a stay-at-home order in March
2020, Philadelphia’s bustling spirit quieted as parents,
children, and their loved ones began working and attending
school from home. Even as the demand for legal
representation in the family law sector grew, the Help
Center at Family Court closed, and VIP quickly shifted gears
in order to meet the ever-changing needs of its community.

Originally reserved for clients who had upcoming court
dates but who did not qualify for full representation, VIP's
custody advice program expanded its scope. Thanks to our
tremendous panel of family law volunteers, we began
serving pro se litigants who needed advice on navigating
custody situations while the Court was closed. By year’s
end, VIP had doubled its service in this area compared to
that in 2019.

In December of 2020, Rida Haq was named the next
Executive Director of Philadelphia VIP.  Rida brings to
her role a wealth of experience, strong vision for the
future of VIP, and deep familiarity with Philadelphia’s
legal services landscape and the communities that VIP
serves. We look forward to the heights to which Rida
will lead VIP.
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Our New Executive Director
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VIP also increased service to small
business and nonprofit clients via
its Community Economic
Development Initiative. Battling a
sharp decline in the economy and
subsequent rise in need for
assistance, VIP served every
eligible small business and
nonprofit client who requested aid.

Custody Advice Program

Small Business and Nonprofit Cases
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P R E V E N T I N G
H O M E L E S S N E S S Michael Schwartz was living with his mother

and aunt in their family home when a series
of misfortunes changed his life forever. After
Michael’s aunt and mother passed away in
2012, his entire family agreed he should keep
the home. However, his aunt had died
intestate, leaving her half of the house in
limbo.

With his family’s support, Michael began
probating the estate, but the process was
suddenly and tragically pushed to a back
burner when he was injured in a tractor-
trailer accident that left him permanently
disabled. Michael worked with injury lawyers
to recover damages from the accident, but
while he recuperated, he fell behind on his
mortgage. He quickly settled the tort claim
so he could use the settlement to avoid a
short sale. This allowed Michael to stay in the
home, but still didn’t give him a legal
ownership. Eventually, his lawyers referred
him to VIP to pick up the probate process

Loss of income, illness, and death related
to the COVID-19 pandemic rocked the
city’s already unstable housing landscape.
The efforts of VIP volunteers in preserving
homeownership and housing stability
continued to play a steady role in
preventing homelessness in Philadelphia
in 2020.

700

1,316

511

cases referred

individuals impacted

children impacted

Navigating Municipal Court During a Pandemic

In 2020, VIP hosted a series of Virtual Practice Spotlights
featuring an ongoing discussion about representing clients in
Philadelphia's Municipal Court during the pandemic. With
court operating procedures continuously changing, the VIP
team and guest speakers from partner organizations
provided a space for volunteers to discuss filing and hearing
processes, different types of lead claims, and current case
law, as well as information on City Council’s Emergency
Housing Protection Act.



where he left off.

With VIP’s help, Michael successfully fought
an outstanding lien of over $100,000, and in
early 2020, volunteer attorney Diane Zilka
took the case. “I felt some hesitation. This
was my first probate case – in a pandemic,
no less – and probate has a reputation for
being arcane,” Diane says. “But I strive to
take cases where VIP’s clients need the
most help, and I knew I could count on the
support of VIP’s staff.”

Diane made easy work of the process,
recording the new deed just a few months
later. In October 2020, Michael was granted
clear and legal title to the home where he
had lived for so many years. Even today,
Michael says there are “no words to express
how grateful and appreciative I am. I have a
home to live in and I own it. I tell everyone I
know. Diane and the VIP staff have hearts
of gold. They actually care.”



P R E S E R V I N G  I N C O M E

Philadelphia is the poorest large city in the nation: one in four
residents, including one in three children, live in poverty. Many
more Philadelphians struggle with economic insecurity, which
the pandemic has only exacerbated. 

VIP’s legal services in its Preserving Income priority area
empower clients to preserve their household income in the
face of legal threats. In 2020, these services had a profound
and potentially life-saving impact as clients worked to
overcome inequities in social determinants of health due to
poverty, such as access to healthcare.

Adapting to Community Needs

While many operations across the city slowed during the pandemic,
VIP volunteers stood unwavering in their commitment to help
Philadelphians create essential estate planning documents. One
particular challenge was providing clients with access to notary
services, which were in short supply throughout 2020 and could not
be provided virtually due to state law. 

Thanks to VIP partners, Jenkins Law Library and Berner Klaw &
Watson LLP, our team was able to offer in-person notary services
to clients with estate planning cases. With volunteer service and in-
kind support from these crucial partners, VIP served nearly the
same number of estate planning clients in 2020 as in the year prior.
Together, we are proud to continue preserving the intergenerational
transfer of wealth in communities across Philadelphia.

495 922
individuals impactedcases referred



Surviving an auto accident is
stressful in its own right. But
when another motorist ran a
stop sign and struck Charlotte
Turner’s car, Charlotte quickly
found her injuries were the least
of her worries. 

Charlotte was uninsured at the time of
the accident, and one of her
passengers filed a lawsuit that
threatened her income and home –
everything she had. 

VIP worked quickly to match Charlotte
with Meghan Henry, a volunteer
attorney from Morgan & Akins, PLLC.
Despite the challenges of the
pandemic, Meghan guided Charlotte
through the court process and put her
fears to rest. “Representing Charlotte
was a pleasure,” Meghan says. “I am so
happy and proud of the result we got.”

The feeling is mutual. “Meghan was
like an angel,” Charlotte says. “Without
her, the stress would have given me a
heart attack. 

Meghan and Charlotte spent months working
toward a resolution. Thanks to their efforts and
VIP’s support, the plaintiffs dismissed the case
and Charlotte recovered her peace of mind: “I’m
not worried anymore.”

“It was such a dark time. The
stress kept me up at night.”

She understood how hard this
was, and her professionalism
and care amazed me.”



S U P P O R T I N G  F A M I L Y
S T A B I L I T Y

individuals impacted

cases referred522

1,178

Pandemic-related complications,
from court shutdowns to job losses to
increased familial tension, added
extra uncertainty to the lives of our
neighbors seeking representation in
Family Court. When the Family Court
and the Custody Help Center closed,
VIP’s volunteers stepped in and
offered pre-filing advice to clients
seeking assistance with custody
issues.



That’s how Harvard’s Access to Justice Lab
summed up the predicament of divorce-
seekers in Philadelphia who cannot afford an
attorney. The process is so complex for
laypeople that few Philadelphians obtain a
divorce decree without legal representation.
For people like Tracey Kimble, Philadelphia VIP
offers a way out.

Tracey suffers from multiple sclerosis, and
when her health took a turn for the worse
several years ago, so did her marriage. 

Tracey needed help getting around, and,
eventually, began using a wheelchair. However,
instead of supporting her, Tracey’s husband
said her health challenges were too much to
handle. “I was going through hell,” she says,
recalling one instance during which she fell and
spent hours trying to stand up while her
husband ignored her.

Luckily, Tracey was able to move out, but 

without the help of a lawyer, she could not
divorce her husband. When she came to
Philadelphia VIP, staff sprung into action and
matched Tracey with volunteer Dolores Bojazi.
Immediately, the pair began the process of
legally releasing Tracey from marriage.

“Ms. Bojazi was the best. She kept me
informed, she told me what I needed to do, and
I couldn’t have asked for it to be easier,”
Tracey says. “She called me on Valentine’s Day
2020 to tell me my divorce was final. That was
the best Valentine’s Day ever.”

Untold numbers of Philadelphians remain
trapped in marriage because they cannot
afford a divorce attorney. But as Harvard’s
2018 study stated, VIP and its volunteers offer
a solution that is “effective, spectacularly so.”
Tracey concurs: 

I want to thank VIP. I’m happy
now, and I’m not looking back.

As a family lawyer, I witnessed countless Philadelphia families attempt to navigate the complexities of the court
system alone in 2020, including closures and rescheduling. For those facing custody matters, challenges brought on
by the pandemic were particularly troubling; in addition to quarantining, these clients had to address who was in their
child’s “bubble,” whether their child attended school, and whether they could support remote learning.

Being able to support my clients through closures and rescheduling, and offering fresh perspective on legal issues,
was incredibly important to both me and my clients. I am glad that in 2020, a year filled with extreme uncertainty, I
could help in a small way.

-Megan Watson, VIP Board Vice President and Volunteer

T R A P P E D  I N
M A R R I A G E .

A Volunteer's Perspective
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VIP’s Community Economic
Development Initiative provides legal
assistance to small businesses and
nonprofits to promote the expansion of
opportunity, financial empowerment,
and community sustainability.

In 2020, the COVID-19 crisis and its
economic fallout disproportionately
impacted small businesses. Small
business owners with limited financial
means already face barriers to success,
including difficulty obtaining loans and
accessing relief programs. VIP
volunteers helped alleviate the new
challenges confronting these clients in
the wake of shutdowns and restrictions.

P R O M O T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
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clients to take advantage of this model.

During the consultation, volunteer attorneys
Michele Perlstein and Mark Aurand provided
a personalized assessment focused on grant
compliance for the MAF, which is exactly
what GREAT organizer Lindsay Stolkey was
looking for: “We had a great experience with
our VIP volunteers. They were very
knowledgeable and experienced, while also
being approachable and easy to
communicate with. The conversation gave us
the assurance we needed to stay true to our
mission and our values around social justice:
providing aid to folks in our neighborhood at
a greater risk of being displaced from their
homes and community.”

This new consultation model offers more
flexible scheduling for volunteers and clients
alike, and allows nonprofits like GREAT to
benefit from a rapid response to keep
themselves and their neighborhoods on the
path to greatness.

Germantown Residents for Economic
Alternatives Together (GREAT) brings
together Germantown residents interested in
cooperative ownership, resource- and skill-
sharing, and active citizenship. Because so
many Philadelphians live in economic precarity,
as soon as COVID-19 hit, GREAT’s leadership
knew the pandemic would create new
obstacles – from business shutdowns to
quarantine to school closings – that would
threaten the stability of Germantown homes,
families, and small enterprises. GREAT
responded quickly by establishing a mutual aid
fund (MAF) to reduce the financial hardships
brought on by COVID-19.

When GREAT came to VIP for advice on
administering the MAF, VIP was also scanning
the new environment and adapting its
practices to meet the evolving needs of clients.
In response to office closures, VIP suspended
its semiannual in-person clinics for nonprofits
and replaced them with a new one-hour virtual
consultation model. GREAT was one of the first 

Learn more about GREAT’s mutual aid
work: www.greatgtown.org/mutual-aid

http://www.greatgtown.org/
http://www.greatgtown.org/mutual-aid


T H E  W O R K  A H E A D

While our accomplishments in 2020 mark
incredible strides in closing the civil justice
gap, your fellow Philadelphians continue to
need support.

VIP's daily work focuses on fighting
poverty–a systemic injustice that
disproportionately impacts people of color.
The clients who turn to us for help have
little recourse against a system that
routinely denies access to fundamental
human needs. They face economic disparity
that makes them particularly vulnerable to
threats to housing, family stability, and
income. 

When you support VIP, you help a family
avoid eviction, a mother facing debt
collectors negotiate an affordable payment
plan, or a small business owner get the legal
security to pursue their life's dream. 

VIP is the last stop on our clients’ journey
for legal help. Each of you has the power to
give them a voice in a justice system that
they could not otherwise access. 

A recent study by Fidelity Charitable
found that volunteerism has plummeted
in light of the COVID-19 crisis. 66% of
volunteers have decreased the amount of
time they volunteer or stopped entirely.

66%

Individual client demographics

Every day, our team is forced to
turn away 4 out of 10 clients. Help
us serve all Philadelphians facing
critical legal issues.

Black
(Not Hispanic)

Hispanic

White 
(Not Hispanic)

Other

Unknown
Asian or Pacific Islander

Native American

We urge you to make a commitment to
systemic change – lift up your neighbors
and help them access economic stability.

Join us in working toward a just
and equitable Philadelphia.

decrease in
volunteering

https://www.fidelitycharitable.org/insights/the-role-of-volunteering-in-philanthropy.html


Expenses  |  $1,536,732

F I N A N C I A L  O V E R V I E W

Revenue  |  $1,884,691

Program Services

Management and General

Fundraising

Grants/Foundations

Government Grants/Contracts

Individuals

Law Firms

Corporations

Tangled Title Fund (pass-through to

grantees)

In 2020, Stewart J. Eisenberg, a staunch
VIP supporter and former Board
member, made a three-year financial
commitment to support VIP's mission
during the COVID-19 crisis and beyond. 

Thanks to his exciting match challenge,
Stewart helped VIP raise $63,618 from
generous donors, old and new. Thank
you, Stewart, for championing VIP's
mission at a time of great need.

An Access to Justice Hero

Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, Eisenberg & Jeck, P.C.



R E C O G N I Z I N G  E X C E L L E N C E

Sarah Egoville | Staff Attorney
Toll Public Interest Center 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

Lise Fisher | Attorney
Fisher Family Law, LLC

Jared Bayer | Associate
Cozen O’Conner

Scott Leventhal
Retired from West Pharmaceutical Services

Sierra Applegate | Associate
Kleinbard LLC

Rob Sachs | Partner
Shrager & Sachs

Dana Aoyama | Representative
Au Pair in America

Nicholas Maxymuik | Senior Attorney
Morgan & Akins, PLLC

Richard Coble | Attorney
van der Veen, O’Neill, Hartshorn & Levin

Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. Awards
Solo Practitioner
Corpora LLC*
The Law Office of Matthew S. Hagarty
The Mays Law Firm LLC

Small Firm
Berner Klaw & Watson LLP*
Rocco Law
van der Veen, O’Neill, Hartshorn & Levin

Medium or Large Firm
Ballard Spahr LLP*
Duane Morris LLP
Holland & Knight LLP

Corporation
Cigna
City of Philadelphia Law Department*
TE Connectivity

.

Trailblazing Partner Award
Blank Rome LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP*
Morgan & Akins, PLLC

MVP of VIP Award
Sierra Applegate, Esq.*
Daniel J. Devlin, Esq.
Roderick L. Foxworth, Jr., Esq.

Pro Bono Impact Award
Sarah R. Katz, Esq.*

*Award Winners
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Communications & Development
Associate 
Amy Young

Data & Analytics Manager
Michael Schwemmer

Director of Operations
Karna Laubenstein

Executive Director
Sophie Bryan*
Rida Haq

Family Law Staff Attorney
Todd Nothstein

Foster Flowers & Ziomek Fellow
Elias Pardo

Homeownership Staff Attorney
P. Michael Jones

Landlord-Tenant Initiative Outreach
Coordinator AmeriCorps Vista
Hannah Long*
Elizabeth Glenski

Landlord Tenant Staff Attorney
Elizabeth Tarloski*

Managing Attorney
Kelly J. Gastley

Nonprofit & Small Business
Coordinator
Ivelisse Cruz

Pro Bono Case Manager
Annie Mrazik*
Zipporah Ridley*
Dhara Shah*
Taylor De La Pena
Monica Guest

Program Assistant 
Donna Hendrickson

Program Manager
Joseph Durkin

Supervising Attorney
Lauren Ascher*
Denise Lynch
Lindsay Schoonmaker

Tangled Title Initiative Outreach
Coordinator AmeriCorps Vista
Joshua Jordan*
Keren Kabambi

Volunteer Engagement
Coordinator AmeriCorps Vista
Gregory Ely

Officers:

President

Alex F. Braden*

Vice President

Lee S. Zimmerman

Secretary

Anne B. Ryan

Treasurer

Michael Costigan

Members:

Anthony J. Baratta*

Andrew W. Boczkowski

Edward Brant

Patricia G. Cramer

Andrew Erdlen

Katelyn M. Gillece

Benjamin E. Gordon

Anne E. Kozul*

Connie Lee

Margaret M. McDowell

Katharyn Christian-McGee

Chanda Miller

Sean T. O’Neill

A. Nicole Phillips

Richard L. Scheff

Robert Scott

Steven A. Shoumer*

Doug Simon

David A. Surbeck

Kimberly Takacs

Amy Tarr

Robert S. Tintner

Kate Van Scoy

Megan E. Watson

Eli Wolfe

Hon. Sheila A. Woods-Skipper

Ex-Officio Members:

Deborah L Freedman

Harvey Hurdle

Sadeq Khan*

Lauren McKenna

Wesley Payne

Anita Santos-Singh

Hon. A. Michael Snyder*

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

*VIP Alumni



Judson Aaron
Michael Aaron Fisher
Obinna Abara
Esuga Abaya
Lawrence Abel
David Abernethy
Eman Abouelseoud
Brandon Abrams
Nancy Abrams
Marisel Acosta
Michael Adam Cohen
Michael Adler
Elisa Advani
Pooja Agarwal
Erkang Ai, Ph.D.
Jane Albrecht
Kevin Aldridge
Richard Aldridge
Seth Allen
Kenneth Allyn Sprang
Jenimae Almquist
Karen Aloia
Craig Alston Rogers
Matthew Altomare
Laura Amato
Clementa Amazan
Philip Amoa
Jessica Amoroso
Andrea Anastasi
Tara Anastasia Frohner
Logan Anderson
Maureen Anderson
Timothy Anderson
Cheri Andrews
Victoria Andrews
Ruth Ann DiDonato
Licia Ano Marrone
Michael Anthony   
  Lehmann
Mason Apostol
Sierra Applegate
Francine Appleton
Christine Arasin
Christopher Archer
Jacob Archer

Philadelphia VIP is deeply grateful to our
1,000-plus volunteers. You are fierce
advocates for your clients; you help
transform lives and create opportunity
for our fellow Philadelphians; and you
expand access to justice. We honor your
pro bono service.

T H A N K  Y O U

Anne Armistead
Joan Arnold
Samar Aryani-Sabet
Stephen Asbel
Lauren Ascher
Robert Ashbrook, Jr.
Kristen Ashe
Alexa Asher
Roger Ashodian
Reuben Asia
Stanley Askin, MD
Lori Atkin
Srikala Atluri
Isabelle Aubrun
Julie Auerbach
David Augustin
Mark Aurand
David Averett
Bailey Axe
Nanda Kumar
Izabella Babchinetskaya
Sarah Bachner
Reckenson Badet
Ahmed Bahgat
Elizabeth Bailey
Joseph Bailey
Michael Bailey
Irina Balashova
Michael Balent
Esha Bansal
Sarah Elizabeth Baranik
  de Alarcon
Anthony Baratta
Christine Barba
Vincent Barbera
Coryell Barlow
Thomas Barnes
Gwenn Barney
Sohana Barot
Caitlin Barrett
Alexander Barth
Linda Bartosch
Julieanne Bateman
Alexander Batoff
Janet Bauman

Cynthia Bausano
Doris Baxley
Jared Bayer
Renee Bayron
Jennifer Bazydlo
Larry Beaser
Jim Beasley, Jr.
James Becker
Lily Becker
Bradley Beckman
George Belfield
Mijrane Belizaire
Robert Bembry
Sheldon Bender
Gino Benedetti
Bridgitt Bennett
Paul Bennett, IV
Samuel Ben-Samuel
William Benz
James Berardinelli
David Bercovitch
Brian Berkley
Scott Berman
Joni Berner
Adam Bernick
Leonard Bernstein
Kristopher Berr
Elvira Berry
Kristina Bevenour
Devon Beverly
Patrick Bianchi
Chelsea Biemiller

Peter Bietz
David Bifulco
Thomas Biron
Eve Biskind Klothen
Albert Bixler
Christina Black
Kevin Blanton
Melissa Blanton
Dina Bleckman
Wendy Bleczinski
Courtney Bledsoe
Sharon Block
Grant Bloomdahl
Jillian Bluestone Eisner
Edward Blumstein
Andrew Boczkowski
Jeffrey Bodle
David Bogdan
Nate Bohlander
Dolores Bojazi
Benjamin Bolas
Andrew Bond
Kelly Bonner
Daniel Boose
Richard Bost
Laura Bottaro Galier
Sarah Bouchard
Louise Bowes Marencik
Theresa Boyce
Melissa Boyd Freeman
Brian Boyle
Linsey Bozzelli



Alex Braden
Jenna Brahan
Andrew Braid
Edward Brant
James Brengle
Meredith Brennan
Shamus Brennan
Michael Breslow
Joshua Broderson
Steven Brogan
Thomas Brooke
Adam Brown
Audrey Brown
David Brown
Emmanuel Brown
Eric Brown
Geneva Brown
Jessica Brown
Justin Brown
Lauren Brown
Thomas Brown
Valentine Brown
Jacob Brownstein
Ross Bruch
Theresa Brunson
Ashley Bryant
John Bryck
Jeffrey Buchakjian
Sariyah Buchanan
Jay Buchman
Nathan Buchter
Alexandra Buckingham
Michael Budner
Evan Bundis
Mary Burgoyne
Jared Burns
Tara Burns
Tighe Burns
Michael Burns, IV
William Burton
Evan Busteed
Sokhona Buth
Justina Byers
Jasper Cacananta
Sharon Caffrey

Kristine Calalang
Brian Calistri
Michael Callaghan
Brian Callaway
Christiane Campbell
Michael Campbell
Donna Cao
Ping Cao
Antonio Capistrano
Dylan Caplan
Evan Caplan
Zachary Caplan
Dominick Capozzola
John Cappel
Katharine Carden
Joseph Cardosi
Robert Careless
Timothy Carroll
Erin Carter
Juliana Carter
Melanie Carter
Santo Caruso
Helen Casale
Lisa Casey Spaniel
Maureen Cassidy
Jonathan Castellanos
Idna Castellon
Raphael Castro
Elizabeth Catalano
Mary Catherine Roper
Daniel Ceisler
LaRae Celeste Neal
Megan Center
Robert Cervone
Brian Chacker
Edward Chacker
Alyssa Chai
Janette Chamberlin
Asher Chancey
Lawrence Chane
Alexander Chasan
Aurelia Chaudhury
Stephen Chawaga
Tran Che
Adam Chelminiak

Vadim Cherkasov
Caitlin Cherkin
Emily Cherniack
Morgen Cheshire
Mary Chicorelli
Anissa Chitour
Justin Chivinski
Louis Chodoff
Caroline Choi
Jessica Chong Goebeler
Daniel Christenbury
Anthony Chwastyk
Adrian Ciacci
Thomas Cialino
Jenn Cilingin
Antonio Clavijo
Robert Claypole
Richard Coble
Alexis Cocco
Jesse Cohen
Joshua Cohen
Michele Cohen
Leora Cohen Schiff
Brian Colandreo
Alexandra Coleman
Chinita Coleman
Heidi Coleman
Lori Colflesh
Jamey Collidge
Bess Collier
Daniel Colyar
Anthony Comerota, Jr.
Matthew Comisky
Michelle Conner
Nadja Conner
Joseph Connor
Lorraine Consorte
John Coogan
Jay Coogan, Jr.
Frank Cooper
Michael Corgan
Maria Corpora
Andrea Cortland
Brian Corvo
James Cosgrove

Tina Cowen
Cody Cowper
Bradford Craig
Patricia Cramer
Kathryn Crary
Zachary Cregar
Heidi Crikelair
Michaela Cronin
Joanna Crosby
Edward Crow
Dawn Crowder
Francis Crowley
Roxane Crowley
Mauricio Cuellar
Deborah Culhane
Patrick Cummings
Mary Cushing Doherty
Olivia Cypher
Matthew Cyr
Harris Dainoff
Judy Dale
Lauren D'Alessandro
Elizabeth Dalton
Jane Dalton
Joshua Damm
Natalie D'Amora
Anthony D'Angelo
Kayci Danielle Petenko
Nathalie Danier
Catherine David
Dominique Lamae
  Davidson Dove
Carrie Davis
Kenneth Davis
Kristen Davis
Lauren Davis
Steven Davis
Timothy Davis
Cary Davis-Leizerowski
Dishon Dawson
Marisa De Feo
Taylor De La Pena
Dominic De Simone
Mark Deal
David Dearden



Christine DeChurch
Elizabeth Deegan
George Deeney
Susan Dein Bricklin
Maria Del Pilar Castillo
Shannon Delaney
William Delany
James Delbello
Daniel DeLiberty
Emily Della Fera
Alexandra Dellarco
Lawrence DeMarco
Germain DeMartinis
Dana Derham-Aoyama
Ryan Deroo
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Amy Young 
Thomas Zemaitis 
Diane Zilka 
Lee Zimmerman 
Marc Zucker 
Barbara Zulick



American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
  Foundation
American Water Works Service Company, Inc.
Aria Systems, Inc.
Ballard Spahr LLP
Baratta, Russell & Baratta
Berner Klaw & Watson LLP
Blank Rome LLP
Boston Scientific
Chubb Group of Insurance Companies
Citrin Cooperman
City of Philadelphia
Comcast Corporation
Community Legal Services of Philadelphia
Cozen O'Connor
D.L. Miner Property Management
Dechert LLP
DLA Piper US LLP
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Duane Morris LLP
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, Eisenberg & Jeck,
  P.C.
Ernst & Young LLP
Exelon/PECO
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
FMC Corporation
Fox Rothschild LLP
Franklin Square Capital Partners, LLC
Gay & Chacker, P.C.
GlaxoSmithKline
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller
Holland & Knight LLP
Horsham Friends Meeting
Independence Foundation
Karen L. Degerberg American Gift Fund
Law Offices of Daniel J. Siegel, LLC
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc.
McCarter & English LLP
Microsoft Corporation
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Oak Foundation
Patricia Kind Family Foundation
Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers' Trust Accounts
( IOLTA) Board

Philadelphia Bar Association
Philadelphia Bar Association Probate Section
Philadelphia Bar Association Business Law Section
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Legal Assistance
Richard Ochroch & Associates
Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
TD Bank, N.A.
TE Connectivity
The Mercadien Group
The Philadelphia Foundation
The Sandler Family Foundation, Inc.
The Vanguard Group
Thomas Skelton Harrison Foundation
TIAA Commercial Finance, Inc
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP
Union Benevolent Association
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern
  New Jersey
United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania
van der Veen, O'Neill, Hartshorn, and Levin
Wells Fargo
White and Williams LLP
WSFS Bank, FSB

Thank you to the many
organizations listed above that
helped fund access to justice
for low-income Philadelphians
in 2020.

T H A N K  Y O U



Quickly pivoting to offering all programming online during the pandemic;
Providing crucial support as the courts and law firms adapted to COIVD-19
guidelines; and
Supporting the city’s eviction diversion programs to help tenants stay in
their homes.

Philadelphia VIP was created in 1981 as a collaboration between the
Philadelphia Bar Association, the private bar, and the public interest legal
community to address the rapidly widening justice gap between the civil legal
needs of Philadelphia’s low-income residents and the availability of affordable
presentation.

In the 40 years since, VIP has worked closely with our partners at the Bar
Association to expand access to justice in Philadelphia. VIP’s Staff Team and
Board of Directors are proud to help advance the Bar Association’s mission of
“promoting justice, professional excellence and respect for the rule of law” and,
by doing so, “fostering understanding of, involvement in and access to the
justice system.”

We salute the Bar Association on its significant accomplishments in 2020,
including:

We thank the Bar Association for its strong partnership and invaluable support,
and look forward to ongoing collaboration in the years to come!



1 5 0 0  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  
S u i t e  4 0 0
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P A  1 9 1 0 2

P  ( 2 1 5 )  5 2 3 - 9 5 5 0
F  ( 2 1 5 )  5 6 4 - 0 8 4 5
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