
New Confidentiality Rules and your VIP Cases in 

Trial and Appellate Courts 

 Effective January 6, 2018, the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania adopted new confidentiality 

requirements for all case records and exhibits. The new policy governs public access to documents filed 

with courts, and the term “public” does not include parties or attorneys of record. 204 Pa. Code §213.81.  

Case records that are, by law, already excluded from public access are exempt from this policy, e.g., support 

filings in family court. However, VIP case types affected by the policy change include: 

  Custody   Divorce Adoption Guardianship  Name Changes 
. Below is a basic summary to familiarize VIP volunteers with the policy. Please refer to the full policy for 

more complete information.   

 

 

Attorney Responsibilities 

In Philadelphia, Compliance with the new Public Access Policy requires attorneys to: 

• File a redacted version of all filings that contain confidential information (as defined below). Redactions 
must be made in a visibly apparent manner; 

• File an unredacted version of all filings with confidential information. This should be marked 
“confidential” or “unredacted,” to aid the court in identifying confidential material; 

• Include a Confidential Document Form with exhibits containing confidential documents (as defined  
        below); and 
•     Certify compliance with the Public Access Policy.  

*click underlined text above to download document 

 

Confidential Information 

• Social Security Numbers 

• Financial Account Numbers 

• Driver License Numbers 

• State Identification (SID) 

Numbers 

• Minors’ names and dates of birth 

• Abuse victims’ addresses and 

other contact information. See 

Pa.R.C.P. No. 1931(a). Note: An 

abuse victim’s name is not 

confidential information 

 

 

Confidential Documents 

• Financial Source Documents 
• Minors’ Educational Records 
• Medical/Psychological Records 
• Children and Youth Services 

Records 
• Marital Property Inventory and 

Pre-Trial Statement as provided 
by Pa. R.C.P. No. 1920.33 

• Income and Expense Statement 
as provided by Pa. R.C.P. No. 
1920.27(c) 

• Agreements between parties as 
used in 23 Pa. C.S. §3105 
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º̧ó�:;O�MHCA�Õ�̧¹ÑO�¹����������	
�������
����	���	��



�����������	�
��������� �
�����
	�
	��
������	����������	������ ��
�����������

�������������
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